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I have worked directly with Jim Barker on several projects at Clemson University during his 
time as President of the University. These projects included the Campus Master Plan, the 
design of the International Center for Automotive Research, the Baruch Institute, Sandhills 
Research Center, The Scroll of Honor, The Military Heritage Plaza, and several others. It 
was unique having an architect as President of the University and it often was apparent in 
meetings when President Barker removed his “President” hat and put on his “Architect” 
hat. But with either hat in place he still had a “Landscape First” approach to campus 
development. Barker once said “We should think of the campus as a garden for 
teaching.”  
 
Jim Barker, FAIA has worn almost every hat possible in his almost five decades as a 
member of the Clemson family – student, athlete, alumnus, teacher, dean, parent, fan, 
and president. Of these varied roles, he would say that the most important was as a 
student.  “I often tell people I learned everything from plumbing to poetry in architecture 
school, and I use every bit of that knowledge as president of Clemson University,” Barker 
has said.  
 
A 1970 Clemson graduate, Barker was named President in 1999 with a mandate from 
the Board of Trustees to lead Clemson into the top ranks of American universities. At his 
inaugural address in April 2000, he said: “I am convinced that there is no university in 
American stronger than Clemson when we are ‘One Clemson.’ A united Clemson is 
unstoppable.” During the “One Clemson” decade that followed, the university harnessed 
the competitive, determined spirit of the Clemson family to transform itself from a 
respected state institution into one of the nation’s finest public universities.  Clemson 
climbed into the Top 25 public universities in the US News guide to “America’s Best 
Colleges.” The University has been recognized for value, affordability and return on 
investment by Kiplinger’s, Smart Money, and Bloomberg Businessweek magazines.  
 
During the decade undergraduate applications soared, Ph.D. enrollment doubled, 
research awards topped $1.25 billion and more than 140 grants and contracts and 60 
gifts of $1 million or more were received. Despite severe cuts in its permanent, basic state 
appropriations, Clemson protected its academic core and competed successfully for the 
lion’s share of the state’s highest-achieving students, the Palmetto Fellows, and for tens of 
millions in state funding for endowed chairs and research infrastructure.  
 



Barker’s tenure as university president (1999 to 2013) and Dean (1986 to 1999) of the 
College of Architecture (’86-’95) and the College of Architecture, Arts and Humanities 
(’95-’99) has seen many noteworthy accomplishments. Many of these have elevated the 
profession of landscape architecture either directly or indirectly, with allied fields of study. 
Some of these include establishing and elevating degree programs such as the Master of 
Architecture, Master of Construction Science and Management, Master of Real Estate and 
Development, Master of Landscape Architecture, Master of Science Historic Preservation, 
and Doctor of Philosophy in Planning, Design and the Built Environment. Graduates from 
these programs hold positions in universities, public agencies, and private firms. 
 
The School of Architecture and Department of Landscape Architecture accredited 
programs have consistently ranked nationally and regionally by DesignIntelligence and 
The Department of Landscape Architecture was established through a re-organization 
during President Barker’s tenure.  President Barker expanded the off-campus programs 
for architecture and landscape architecture students from Genoa, Italy to include 
Charleston, SC and Barcelona, Spain. These occurred as a result of his strong belief in a 
global experience to expand a designer’s point of view.  
 
The current capital building program (the largest capital project program in the history of 
the university) on the Clemson University campus was initiated during President Barker’s 
watch. It was also Barker that insisted that all new projects at Clemson reach at least LEED 
Silver status. 
 
Barker’s research (1970’s through 1990’s) has been funded by the NEA (Arts), NEH 
(Humanities) and has focused on the American small town. He is also Co-Founder of the 
South Carolina Design Arts Partnership (1994-1996) which has morphed into the current 
AAH college research center, Community Research Design Center/a.LINE.ments public 
outreach studio. This research focuses on the support of a design studio utilizing students 
and faculty to solve real world problems in South Carolina communities.  
 
Barker has served on national-level design juries for the AIA and ASLA as well as for the 
AIA chapters, Tennessee, West Virginia, Mississippi, the Carolinas, and Alabama. Even 
while he was the President of Clemson he continued to teach a class on American Small 
Towns and place-making. Barker’s research on the American Small Town has been 
published widely and cited by scholars. He has delivered lectures on his research around 
the world (e.g., Tokyo, Russia, Prague, Paris, France) and delivered keynotes at 
conferences and universities across the nation.   
 
He is the recipient of several national awards. Of significant note: 2004 selected by 
DesignIntelligence as one of the Top 30 Educational Leaders who Bridge Practice, 
Education; in 2001 elected as Fellow of the Institute for Urban Design; 1980 NEA Special 
Recognition Award (The Small Town as an Art Object). He is 2004 recipient of the Order 
of the Palmetto, presented by SC governor Mark Sanford – the state’s highest civilian 
honor and the 2014 Medal of Distinction – SC-AIA’s highest award. 
 
Due to his decades of work as an architect and as President of Clemson University where 
he has always valued “sense of place” and has continually promoted and valued the 
profession of landscape architecture he is very worthy of being elevated to Honorary 
Membership in ASLA. 
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Honorary Membership Nomination 
American Society of Landscape Architects 
636 Eye Street, NW 
Washington, DC 20001-3736  
 
Dear ASLA Board of Trustees,  
 
On behalf of the South Carolina Chapter of the American Society of 
Landscape Architects we offer our full support for the nomination of 
President Emeritus of Clemson University, James F. Barker, FAIA, as an 
Honorary Member of our Society.  
 
The Executive Board voted unanimously to support a long time 
visionary of one of the largest institutes of higher learning in South 
Carolina.  
 
Through President Barker’s tenure at Clemson, the profession of 
Landscape Architecture has been positively impacted through his 
academic leadership.  As an architect and AIA Fellow, he has placed 
an emphasis on good design of outdoor spaces for campuses and 
small towns throughout the state. As former Dean of the College of Art, 
Architecture and Humanities, President Barker led the creation of the 
state’s sole BLA program with graduates now spread throughout the 
country. 
 
President Barker has been a supporter of Landscape Architects as well 
as our Society for many years. We are very pleased to help a close 
friend and visionary to be recognized on a national level.  
 
Most sincerely,  

 
Kathleen Duncan, ASLA 
South Carolina Chapter President 
American Society of Landscape Architects 
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